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THE  SEARCH 

Within  the  fold  the  good  lambs  sleep 
While  the  shepherd  looks  for  the  one  lost 
sheep. 

When  the  Shepherd  is  nailed  to  die  on  the 
tree, 

He  has  left  the  fold  and  is  looking  for  me. 

— Madge  Seaver 

San  Francisco  Meeting 


FORGIVENESS 

It  is  common  to  regard  “forgiveness”  as  an 
act  which  takes  place  when  the  dispute  and 
the  suffering  are  over.  “We  have  fought  it 
out;  let  us  forgive  and  be  friends.”  But  in 
the  Christian  experience  forgiveness  never 
strays  from  its  original  meaning — “to  give 
intensely.”  And  through  the  whole  course  of 
a personal  conflict,  while  all  is  done  that 
prudence  can  suggest  in  the  way  of  courtesy 
and  the  struggle  toward  understanding,  in 
the  avoidance  of  ill  feelings  and  the  irrita- 
tion of  gossip,  there  is  still  needed  a steady 
process  of  giving,  the  creative  effort  to  at- 
tain an  understanding  in  the  depths,  to  love 
at  the  heart  of  personality.  And  when,  as 
will  happen,  the  gift  is  spurned,  the  final  fact 
in  the  situation  is  that  Jesus  died  with  his 
gift  spurned,  and  was  yet  not  only  free  from 
bitterness  but  full  of  love. 

The  story  of  early  Quakerism  is  full  of 
episodes  in  which  this  creative  love  bore  its 
ultimate  burden:  tenderness  towards  goalers, 
courageous  patience  with  hooligans  breaking 
up  a meeting  for  worship  and  the  like.  And 
when  the  early  zeal  had  died  down,  some- 
thing of  the  same  spirit  remained,  in  the  at- 
titude to  thieves  and  footpads  (“Friend,  what 
could  have  brought  thee  to  this?”  one  Quak- 
is  reputed  to  have  said  when  he  was  held  up 
on  the  road;  and  a Quakeress  said  to  a man 
trying  to  snatch  her  purse,  “Let  us  kneel 
down  on  the  pavement  and  ask  Heavenly 
Father  whether  He  means  thee  to  have  it.”) 
and  on  until  the  latest  opportunity  for  pa- 
tience in  the  treatment  awarded  to  conscien- 
tious objectors  in  the  first,  and  to  some  ex- 
tent in  the  second,  world  war.  To  the  out- 
ward, unseeing  eye  this  is  a defeatist  atti- 
tude: to  the  Christian  it  is  the  way  he  may 
best  share  in  the  experience  of  Christ. 
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And  as  the  death  of  Christ  was  the  means 
for  the  life  of  the  church,  so  it  has  been 
found  that  loving  to  this  ultimate  point  is 
creative  and  life-giving.  To  appeal  to  the 
community  of  humanity  at  its  deepest  is  to 
create  it  at  its  deepest:  to  appeal  to  the  fear 
and  defensiveness  on  the  surface  is  to  leave 
the  deepest  life  untouched.  In  the  establish- 
ment of  personal  relations,  “he  that  seeketh 
his  life  shall  lose  it,  and  he  that  loseth  his 
life  for  my  sake  shall  find  it.”  For  if,  however 
courteously  and  legally,  we  live  unto  our- 
selves, we  shall  inevitably  find  that  we  live 
by  ourselves.  It  is  only  as  we  are  drawn  in 
to  the  love  of  God  for  man,  counting  our 
selves  and  our  own  concerns  nothing  beside 
the  great  joy  and  pain  of  it,  that  we  find  the 
unity  with  man  which  is  our  destiny. 

— From  Friends  Face  Reality,  by  Harold 
Loukes,  Chapter  10,  Bannisdale  Press, 
1954. 


CONCERN  FOR  A SUMMIT  MEETING 

The  Friends  World  Committee  for  Con- 
sultation wants  to  share  with  all  Friends 
the  concern  of  Svdtzerland  Yearly  Meeting 
that  any  conference  of  heads  of  govern- 
ments (sometimes  called  a summit  meeting) 
should  be  the  subject  of  united  prayer  by 
Friends  throughout  the  world.  A summit 
meeting  can  not  solve  all  the  intricate  inter- 
national problems  which  beset  our  world. 
It  can  at  best  make  a bare  beginning  on  a 
few  of  the  difficult  tasks  which  wait  for 
peacemakers.  But  the  world  is  badly  in  need 
of  a renewed  spirit  of  confidence;  and  a sum- 
mit meeting,  if  rightly  guided,  can  provide 
the  basis  of  confidence  on  which  statesmen 
and  peacemakers  in  all  ranks  of  life  must 
continue  their  work  if  genuine  peace  is  to 
be  achieved. 

The  Friends  World  Committee  for  Con- 
sultation calls  on  all  Friends  to  pray  for 
divine  guidance  in  our  own  lives,  and  that 
heads  of  governments  should  be  moved  to 
take  action  which  will  lead  to  real  peace. 

If  and  when  a summit  meeting  should  oc- 
cur, ma}^  we  count  on  every  Friend  to  pray 
earnestly  that  the  participating  heads  of 
government  shall  approach  their  task  with 
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good  will,  that  the  Love  of  God  may  be  per- 
mitted to  work  through  them. 

In  connection  with  united  prayer  for  the 
right  achievement  of  a summit  meeting,  let 
us  assume; 

1.  That  Friends  will  not  make  of  prayer  a 
demonstration,  but  that  we  shall  pray  with 
faith. 

2.  That  in  our  local  communities  we  wdll 
unite  with  others  who  pray  for  the  rule 
of  peace. 

3.  That  Friends  whose  homes  and  Meetings 
are  in  the  county  where  a summit  meet- 
ing is  held  should  carry  a particular  res- 
ponsibility for  the  concern  which  all 
Friends  will  feel. 

4.  That  if  a special  group  of  Friends  should 
be  formed  to  go  under  concern  to  the  city 
in  which  the  summit  meeting  is  held,  they 
shall  have  the  prayerful  support  of  all 
Friends. 

— Herbert  M.  Hadley 
Woodbrooke,  S'elly  Oak 
Birmingham  29,  England 


SOUTH  AFRICA  CONCERNED 
FOR  PEACE 

At  the  recent  Yearly  Meeting  of  Friends 
in  South  Africa,  the  following  letter  was 
sent  to  the  Minister  of  Mines  in  Cape  Town, 
reports  the  Friends  World  Committee,  which 
points  out  that  this  is  “just  another  evidence 
of  the  widespread  concern  for  the  peaceful 
uses  of  atomic  energy.” 

“The  Religious  Society  of  Friends  (Quak- 
ers) has  just  been  to  Johannesburg  for  its 
Yearly  Meeting. 

“Amongst  many  themes  we  again  discussed 
and  reaffirmed  the  peace  testimony  of  the 
Society,  that  all  war  is  contrary  to  the  will 
of  God. 

“We  then  thought  about  the  causes  of  war 
and  the  things  used  to  wage  war.  We  felt 
our  country  could  make  a positive  contribu- 
tion to  peace  by  ensuring  that  our  raw  mater- 
ials, and  particularly  uranium,  should  be 
used  for  furthering  the  peaceful  uses  of 
atomic  energy. 

“Because  of  our  convictions  we  are 
prompted  to  approach  you,  as  Minister  of 
Mines,  and  ask  what  steps  you  can  take  to 
help  our  country  to  play  some  part  in  pre- 
venting the  wholesale  destruction  of  human 
life  through  the  use  of  materials  taken  from 
our  soil. 

“We  shall  consider  it  a kindness  if  you 
would  allow  us  to  expand  our  views  on  this 
subject  by  granting  us  a personal  interview. 

Signed:  V.  Audrey  Hoole,  clerk” 


PLANS  FOR  YEARLY  MEETING 

Arrangements  for  Yearly  Meeting  in  1959 
were  discussed  at  Interim  Committee,  in  San 
Francisco,  Calif.,  February  28.  Several 
matters  need  to  be  brought  to  the  attention 
of  Friends  so  that  they  can  make  their  sum- 
mer plans  to  include  attendance  at  this  an- 
nual gathering. 

“As  we  return  to  the  San  Francisco  YMCA 
Camp,  Jones  Gulch,  La  Flonda,  Calif.,”  writes 
Elizabeth  Cunningham,  (2422  Channing  Way, 
Berkeley  4),  who  with  the  help  of  William 
James,  co-chairman,  is  heading  the  Arrange- 
ments Committee,  “every  attempt  is  being 
made  to  have  our  older  Friends  more  com- 
fortable this  year.  We  have,  therefore,  de- 
cided to  hold  meetings  (worship  and  busi- 
ness) in  the  dining  room,  in  the  hope  that 
this  plan  will  be  more  satisfactory  in  many 
ways. 

“The  YMCA  has  recently  built  more  mod- 
ern dormitory  facilities,  is  installing  more 
toilets  and  some  of  the  trails  will  be  lighted 
at  night.  With  these  improvements  and  hold- 
ing our  meetings  in  the  dining  hall,  we  feel 
that  the  added  comforts  and  conveniences 
will  contribute  to  a more  pleasant  Yearly 
Meeting.” 

The  dates  are  August  21  to  25  inclusive. 
This  is  a departure  from  our  usual  schedule 
and  will  be  an  interesting  experiment,  as  the 
Meeting  will  begin  at  4 p.m.  on  Friday,  and 
continue  through  Tuesday. 

The  program  will  contain  some  of  the  im- 
provements we  have  worked  on  in  recent 
years.  The  Yearly  Meeting  will  begin  with 
a family  meeting  for  all  attenders,  where  we 
can  rejoice  in  one  another’s  presence  and  par- 
take of  the  fellowship  of  the  whole  group, 
children,  young  people  and  adults  together. 
The  morning  worship-fellowship  groups  will 
be  continued  this  year.  There  will  be  a meet- 
ing planned  by  the  Education  Committee, 
followed  by  an  evening  of  fun  for  every  one. 
We  hope  that  it  may  be  possible  soon  to  an- 
nounce the  attendance  of  some  welcome 
visitors  (Please  watch  succeeding  Bulletins). 

It  was  decided  at  the  meeting  of  the  Inter- 
im Committee  in  Redlands,  August,  1958,  that 
we  would  hold  our  1959  Yearly  Meeting  at  a 
place  where  rates  are  low  enough  to  enable 
our  young  people  and  our  families  with 
several  youngsters  to  attend.  The  rates  at  La 
Honda  are  very  moderate.  The  cost  for  the 
whole  period,  including  meals,  lodging,  in- 
surance, is  $18.00.  The  cost  per  day  is  $4.50. 
Individual  meals  are  as  follows:  breakfast, 
75  cents;  lunch  $1.00;  dinner,  $1.50.  Single 
overnight  lodging  is  $1.00.  Insurance  of  50 
cents  a day  is  required  of  all  attenders,  even 


MARCH,  1959  — PAGE  7 


of  our  children  knows  and  understands  the 
Friends’  philosophy,  why  are  we  members 
of  the  Society  of  Friends? 

— Mary  Uyeda 
La  Jolla  Meeting 


LETTERS  TO  THE  EDITOR 

I happened  on  the  article  “Friends  and  Theol- 
ogy” last  month.  I suspect  theorizing  is  a strong 
point  for  some  of  us  and  can  be  a healthy  attitude 
when  used  in  search  for  something  better.  We 
can  be  truly  thankful  that  there  is  always  some- 
thing better  and  that  there  is  a hunger  for  know- 
ledge. But  it  is  as  Tennyson  says,  though  this  has 
its  limitations  too: 

We  have  but  faith;  we  cannot  know 
For  knowledge  is  of  things  we  see; 

And  yet  we  trust  it  comes  from  Thee, 

A beam  in  darkness:  let  it  grow. 

And  in  looking  over  the  Easter  Ideals  I ran 
upon  a verse  by  an  unknown  author,  “A  Man 
Must  Want.” 

He  who  has  ceased  to  want  has  dropped 
The  working  tools  of  life,  and  stands 
Much  like  an  old-time  clock  has  stopped 
While  time  is  mouldering  in  his  hands. 

So  I believe  it  is  important  that  we  never  cease 
to  strive  for  something  better,  not  striving  .iust 
for  ourselves,  but  for  each  other  and  for  all  men. 

— Gilbert  Standing 
Earlham,  Iowa 

The  ladies  at  our  church  were  talking  about  the 
teenagers  of  today,  and  how  we  parents  are  to 
blame  for  much  of  the  delinquency.  Watching  the 
children  of  all  ages  turned  loose  to  roam  around, 
and  given  nothing  to  do  but  ride  bicycles,  throw 
balls  sometimes — or  rocks — and  chase  littler  child- 
ren, I think,  “Why  don’t  parents  give  their  child- 
ren something  to  do?” 

— Helen  B.  Lawrence 
1107  David  Ave. 
Pacific  Grove,  Calif. 


THE  TRUTH  WILL  OUT 

At  Interim  Committee  (February  28,  1959)  the 
meeting  considered  a suggestion  from  Walt  Raitt 
about  a change  in  the  committee  structure  of 
the  Yearly  Meeting.  A rich  flood  of  ideas  followed. 
Finally  Kit  Carson  spoke:  “If  members  of  the 
Yearly  Meeting  would  send  in  these  suggestions  to 
the  editor  of  the  Bulletin,  Friends  would  look 
forward  to  the  next  issue.” 

During  a discussion  of  the  Bulletin’s  finances, 
an  inquirer  asked  whether  the  editor  had  ever 
been  prevented  from  printing  an  article  by  lack 
of  funds.  She  promptly  replied,  “Not  any  really 
good  article.” 

— A member  of  the  Bulletin  Committee 


FIRST  ALL-FRIENDS  REUNION 
IN  MEXICO 

There  are  in  Mexico  Several  groups  of 
Friends.  The  groups  in  northern  Mexico  (in 
the  states  of  Tamaulipas,  San  Luis  Potosi  and 
Nuevo  Leon)  derive  from  the  efforts  of 
Friends  who  came  from  the  United  States  in 
the  last  half  of  the  nineteenth  century.  These 
Friends  founded  both  schools  and  Quaker 
Meetings  of  the  pastoral  type  in  Ciudad  Vic- 
toria and  Matamoros  (Tamaulipas)  atul  in 
Matehuala  (San  Luis  Potosi).  Of  the  schools 


founded,  the  one  in  Matehuala  continues.  The 
Meetings,  while  of  the  pastoral  type,  have 
been  without  pastors  for  a number  of  years. 
Leadership  in  the  Meetings  has  enabled  them 
to  continue.  The  one  with  the  largest  mem- 
bership is  in  Ciudad  Victoria.  Smaller  groups 
are  found  in  Matahuala,  El  Mante,  Matamor- 
os, and  Monterrey.  These  groups  are  mem- 
bers of  the  Five  Years  Meeting,  in  Rich- 
mond, Indiana. 

In  Mexico  City,  a small  group  of  Friends 
(two  at  the  beginning)  started  meeting  in 
1936  under  the  shade  of  a garden  tree.  The 
group  increased  and  in  1947  became  the  Mex- 
ico City  Monthy  Meeting,  a member  of 
Pacific  Yearly  Meeting.  Its  unprogrammed 
meeting  for  worship  convenes  in  the  Casa  de 
Los  Amigos.  Ignacio  Marsical  132,  Mexico, 
D.F.,  which  is  the  center  of  all  Friends  activ- 
ities in  Mexico  City:  A.F.S.C.  Volunteer 
Units,  Mexican  Friends  Service  Committee, 
discussions  for  university  students,  open 
forums,  lectures,  and  hostel  hospitality  en- 
joyed by  people  from  many  countries. 

Since  1939  when  the  first  A.F.S.C  Volunteer 
Units  helped  the  peasants  of  Santa  Ana  del 
Pilar  to  build  their  rural  school,  each  year 
several  units  have  made  their  contribution 
toward  building  understanding  and  friend- 
ship through  loving  service.  The  volunteers 
have  worked  shoulder  to  shoulder  with  the 
villagers,  under  the  direction  of  Mexican 
agencies,  building  and  repairing  schools, 
planting  trees,  fighting  malaria,  improving 
neighborhood  roads,  building  privies  and 
playgrounds.  Young  people  from  about  20 
countries  have  shared  this  adventure.  Young 
Friends  from  Ciudad  Victoria  are  now  par- 
ticipating more  and  more  in  these  units. 

For  some  time.  Friends  both  in  northern 
Mexico  and  in  the  Meeting  in  Mexico  City 
have  felt  a strong  desire  to  hold  a Reunion 
of  Friends  throughout  the  Republic.  In  No- 
vember, 1958,  they  accomplish  this  objec- 
tive. There  were  two  principal  purposes  of 
this  first  gathering  held  at  Ciudad  Victoria: 
to  know  one  another  better  and  enjoy  Quak- 
er fellowship;  and,  secondly,  to  obtain  a deep- 
er understanding  of  the  faith  of  the  Quakers, 
to  stimulate  its  expression  in  individual  lives 
and  in  the  corporate  life  of  each  Meeting  or 
group. 

Throughout  the  Reunion  a climate  of  warm, 
joyous  fellowship  prevailed.  It  was  con- 
ducive to  the  reaffirmation  of  the  spirit  of 
unity  among  all  Friends.  The  four  days  of 
the  meetings  were  altogether  too  brief  for 
the  35  to  40  Friends  present  to  examine  fully 
the  three  principal  subjects  on  which  they 
concentrated  their  thinking:  1)  Friends  prin- 
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ciples;  2)  the  expression  of  these  principles; 
3)  Quaker  education. 

It  was  felt  that  this  first  general  gathering, 
to  which  all  Friends  in  Mexico  were  invited, 
in  which  all  were  free  to  participate  and  none 
were  delegates,  had  brought  Friends  in  the 
several  groups  close  together.  They  had 
lived  through  a refreshing,  spiritual  exper- 
ience and  had  come  out  of  it  strengthened 
in  soul  and  in  unity.  All  were  grateful  to  the 
Friends  World  Committee  for  Consultation 
for  its  valuable  representative  participation. 
On  the  closing  day,  November  23,  the  Re- 
union adopted  whole-heartedly  this  Message 
addressed  to  Friends  everywhere. 

“Dear  Friends; 

“Our  expectation  to  be  inspired  and  guided 
by  the  spirit  of  God  has  been  fully  exper- 
ienced. We  thank  Him  for  the  unity  which 
prevailed  in  all  our  activities.  We  have  come 
to  know  each  other  better,  and  we  have 
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studied  together  the  basic  principles  of  our 
faith  and  its  expression  in  daily  life.  We 
confess  our  smallness  as  we  face  the  great 
problems  of  today’s  world,  we  feel  involved 
in  them,  but  we  encountered  the  great  spirit 
of  love  which  alone  can  overcome  them. 

“We  have  been  fortified  by  the  testimonies 
of  our  friends  participating  in  the  Reunion. 
These  testimonies  have  made  us  feel  more 
keenly  the  responsibility  of  giving  expres- 
sion to  the  Inner  Light  which  guides  us. 

“We  recognize,  from  the  point  of  view  of 
education,  the  great  importance  of  instruc- 
tion and  Quaker  preparation  in  order  to  cul- 
tivate the  faculties  of  the  heart  and  of  the 
mind,  not  only  among  the  youth  in  our 
Meetings,  but  also  in  every  member  of  our 
Society,  with  the  purpose  of  deepening  and 
and  developing  the  capacities  which  our 
Creator  has  given  us. 

“We  are  suffering  along  with  our  fellow- 
men  in  other  parts  of  the  world  the  conse- 
quences of  the  wave  of  materialism,  and  of 
the  tendency  of  parents  and  children  to  lose 
the  spirit  of  love  and  of  truth  in  the  struggle 
to  obtain  more  and  more  possessions. 

“We  have  not  been  threatened  personally 
by  violence  as  have  our  dear  Friends  in  Cuba 
and  the  Middle  East.  Our  responsibility  is 
greater  in  view  of  this  circumstance,  and  we 
wish  to  join  hands  in  sympathy  and  in  friend- 
ship and  to  express  our  spiritual  solidarity 
with  our  friends  in  their  hour  of  anxiety. 

“We  invite  all  to  vitalize  their  faith  and 
Christian  love  in  order  to  give  them  better 
expression  personally  and  in  the  collective 
life  of  our  Meetings.” 

— Suzanne  Sein 

Mexico  City  Meeting 
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